AUTHOR'S PREFACE

ON August 25th, a week before the invasion of
Poland and at a time when this book was near-
ing completion, I was called up by my unit to
prosecute my own insignificant, though zealous part,
in the war against Hitlerism. At that time it was
dear to the subject of this book that war was, to all
intents and purposes, inevitable. So strongly was
Mr. Chamberlain identified in the public regard with
a policy of peace, that in some quarters it was sup-
posed that on the outbreak of war he would cease to
be Prime Minister. But he had in fact already stated
privately, in answer to a question put to him, that he
would lead the country in war, if it became necessary
for him to do so.

Mr. Chamberlain, after a long and unequal struggle
bravely sustained, has lost the battle for Peace, But
it is surely a case of "conquered, he triumphs/1 For
not only has he, by a wise policy of delay, rendered
the same inestimable service to his country as Fabius
Maximus rendered to Rome in her protracted struggle
of life and death with Carthage two thousand years ago.

He has also by his crusade for Peace awakened an
echo in the heart of the people of every nation,
irrespective of creed, of class, or of country. There-
fore it is that in this war, more absolutely than in any
other, it is clear which side strives for the right and
which has sinned against the light.

Whether or not Mr. Chamberlain is a great "War
Minister" the future will reveal.   But, whatever its
verdict, his place is assured in History and in the
hearts of our generation.
November, 1939
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